The Merry J fines of Wind/or. 


(In him that was of late an Heretike) 
i Asfirme as faith. 

Piige. 1 T\t wcll/cis well, no more: 
Be fiat as extreme in iubmitTiorSjas in offence, 
Butletosir ploc forward : Let cur wines 
Yet once agame (co make vs pubhke fport) 
Appoint a meeting with this old fat-fellow, 
Where we may take him 5 and difgraee him for it. 
Ford, There is no better way then that they fpoke of. 
Pag$ r Hows? to fend him word they'll meets him in 
the Parke at midnight ? Fic,fic,he*ll neuef come. 

Eft* Yoa fay he has bin throwne in the Riuers : and 
! has bin greeuoufiy peateo , as an old o*man : me-thiBkes 
there fhould be terror s in him, chat he fliould not come: 
[ Me-chinkeshis'flefiiispumflb'dj heeCball haue no de- 
fires. 

Page. Sothinke I loo. 

M.Ford* Deuife but how youl vfehim whe he conies, 
And let vs two deuife to bring him thether. 

MifPtge* There h an old tale goes, that Heme the 
Hunter (fomedme a keeper heere in Wmdfor Forreft) 
i Doth all the winter timcj at (till midnight 
Walke round about an Oake,with great rag'd-hornes, 
And there he blafts the tree, and takes the cattle, 
And make niikh-kiaeyeeld blood, and fliakcsachaine 
In a rnofl; hideous and dreadfull manner, 
You haue heard of iuch a Spirk 3 and well you know 
Theftipcrftitious idle-headed-Eld 
ReceiuM, and did deliuer to otli age 
This tale fcf Ferae the Hunter, for a truth* 

Page. Why yet there want not many that do fear© 
Indecpcof night to walke by this Her nesQake: 
But what of this? 

Af iff, Ford. Many this is our deuife, 
That PalSlaffe at that Oakefhail meetewith?^ 

Page. Well, let it not be doubted but he'll come. 
And in this fhape,when you haue brought him thether, 
, What fhall be done with him? What is your plot? 

JUiJt.fa.Jhtt likewife haue we thoght vpon:& thus: 
Page (my daughter)and my little fonne f 
And three or fourc more oftheir gro wth^wee'I dreife 
Like VrchinSjGupheSjand Fairies, greene and white, 
With rounds of waxen Tapers oo their heads, 
And rattles in their hands; vpon a fodaine. 
As Falftafe > {he, and I, are newly met, 
l et them from forth a faw-pit rafh at once 
With feme diffufed fong :Vpon their fight 
Wc two, m great amazednefTe will flye - 
Then let them all encircle him about, 
i And Fairy-like to pinch the vncleanc Knight 5 
And aske him why that houre of Fairy Reuell, 
In their fo facred pathesj he dares to tread 
■ In fhape prophane. 

Ford. And till he tell the truths 
i Let the fuppofed Fairies pinch him, found, 
And burne him with their Tapers, . 
JMift.Page* The truth being knowne* 
; We'll all prcfent our felues; dif-horne the fpirit, 

And mocke him home to Wind for* 
! Ford. The children muft 

Be pra&isMiwell to this 5 or they*llneu J r doo't* 

Em. I will teach the children their behauiouts: and I 
; W ill be like a lacke-an-Apes alfo, toburnc the Knight 

with rny Taber* 
: I lord. That will be excellent, 
I lie go buy them visards. 


Mift*Page. MyA^fffhalibc the Queenc of^jf^ 
Fairies,fineiy attired in a robe of white. 

"Page. That filke will I go buy, and in that time 
Shall M.SWerfleale my A^away, 
And marry her at Eaton : go, fend to Fafftafe ftrai*hc 

Ford. Nay, lie to him againe in name of Broom 
HeeM tell me all his purpofe: fure hee'I come, 

Mtft.Pdge. Fearc not you that ; Go get vs property 
And tricking for our Fayries. 

Emns. Let v$ about i t 7 
Itis admirable pleafures, and ferry honefi knaueries ■ 

AfiftpAge.Go Mtft.Ford, 
Send quickly to Sir Uhn % co know his mindc : 
He to the Doftor, he hath my good will, 
And none but he to marry with NAn Page : 
That Slmder (though well landed) is an Idcot ; 
And he, my husband beft of all affefls; 
The Do&or is well monied, and his friends 
Potenr'at Court: he, nonebut he fhall haue hc^ 
Though twenty thoufand worthier come to craueher, 


Scena Quinta. 


Enter Hoft 9 Simple, Fa($afe, <B*rddft, Eusns^ 
CaiNt, Q&fckty* 

Hi/?, What wouldft thou haue?(Boore ) what? (thick 
skin) fp cake, breathe, difcufle; breefe, fliort, quicke, 
fnap. 

Simp. Marry Sir, I come to fp cake w ith Sir lahn Pd* 
ftjffe from ML SUndtr. 

Baft. There's his Chamber, hisHoufe, his Caflle, 
his ftanding-bedand truckle-bed * 'tis painted about 
With theftory oftheProdigall,frefhand-ncw:go,knock 
and call : heel fpeakc like an Anchropopbaginian vnta 
thee rXnocke I fay A 

Simp, There's an olde woman, a fat woman gone vp 
into his chamber : lie be fo bold as ftay Sir till fhe comt 
dowue : I come to fpeake with her indeed, 

Hofi* Ha? A fat woman/ The Knight may be robb'd ; 
He call, Bully-Knight, Bully Sir John: fpeake from thy 
Lungs Military ; Art thou there? It is thine Heft, thine 
Ephefian cals, 

FaL How now, mine Hofl? 

Hofl* Here's a Bohemian-Tartar taries thecomming 
downc of thy fat-woman : Let her defcend (Bully) lei 
her defcend : my Chambers are honourable ; Fie, prim- 
cy?Fie* 

FaL There was (mine Hoft) an old-fat-woman eucn 
now with me, but fhe*s gone. 

Simp* Pi ay you Sir, was't not the Wifc*woman of 
Br4tnford? 

FaL I marry wasit(MuffeUftiell) what would yow 
with her ? 

Simp, My Mafter (Sir) my mafier Slender font to her 
feeing her go thorough the ftrect*, to know (Sir J 1 whe- 
ther one Ntm (Sir) that beg^ilM him of a chainc,hadthe 
chaine,or no, 

FaL I fpake with thcojd woman about it* 

Sim* And what fayes the, I pray Sir ? 

FaL Marry fliee fay cs ( ,^t the very fame man J^lf 
beguifd Maflcr Sksder of his Chaine,co£on'd him of it- 
Simp* I would I could haue fpoken with the Woman 

her 
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j^rfelfe Ihad other things to haue fpoken with her 

too t from him. 
FaL What arc they r let vs know. 

Hofi* I ; come i quicke. 
FaL Imaynotconc6alethem(Sir.) 
MM Conceale them, or thou di'ft- 
Sim, Why fir, they were nothing but about Miftris 
^i«wf-*p,toknowif it were my Matters fortune to 
haue her, or no. 

FaL Tis/cis his fortune. 

What Sir? - 
Tohaueherjorno: goe; fay the woman told 


Sim, 
FaL 
me fo* 
Sm. 
taL 
Sim. 


May I be bold to fay fo Si r ? 
I Sit : like who more bold. 
I thankcyour worfhip sl /ball make my Matter 
glad withthefe tydings, 

Bofi. Thou areclearkiy : thou art clcarkly(Sir /^) 
was there a wife woman with thee ? 

pal A that there wasf mine H&fi)ouz that hath taught 
me more wit, then euer I learn'd before in my life: and 
I paid nothing for it neither, but was paid for my lear- 


ning 


Bar. Out alas (Sir) cozonage ; mccre cozonage. 
Heft* Where be my horfes? fpeake well of them var* 
letto. 

B&r* Run away with the coroners ^ for fo foone as 
I came beyond Eaton $ they threw me off, from behinde 
^neofthem,inafloughofmyre; and fct fpurrcs, and 
laway; like three £5erw^-diuels ; three <Dottor Fan- 

Ho/?.Thty are gone but tomeete the Duke (villainc) 
doe not fay they be fled : Germanes are honeft men* 

fuan. Where is mine H'ofi'i 

Hop* Whatisthe matter Sir? 

Eha#* Haue a care of your entertainments : there is a 
friend of mine come to Towne, telsmee there is three 
Cozen-Ier man s, t h at has coxend all the Hofts of ^eadim^ 
QfTtf&idetihcisd', of CoU*fa&&kfi of horfes and money : I 
tell you for good will (lookeyou) you are wife, and full 
of gibes, and vlouting-ftocks : and 'tis not conuenienr 
you fhould be cozoned. FareyouweH. 

CaL Ver*iRmine Hofide laneere ? 

Hoft* Here(M after P^iftfr)inperplexitie,and doubt- 
full delemma. 

CaL I cannot tell vat is dat : but it is tell-a-me, dar 
you make grand preparation for a Duke de famanie : by 
my trot : der is no Duke that the Court is know, |o 
come: I tell you for good will : adieu, 

Hoft. Huy and cry, (villainc) goc; affift me Knight,! 
amvndone; fly, run : huy, and cry (villainc) I am vn- 
done. 

FaL 1 would all the world might be cozond, for I 
hauebeenc cozond and beaten too: ifitflhould come 
to the care of the Court,ho w I haue beene transformed; 
and how my transformation hath becne wafhd, and 
cudgeld, they would melt meeout of my fat drop by 
drop, and liquor Fifhermens-boots with me: I warran t 
they would whip me with their fine wits, till I were as 
creft-falneas a dride-peare : Ineuer profper'd, fince I 
fotfworemy Cz\fc nt Primers : well, if my windewere 
but long enoughs I would repent; Now? Whence come 
you? 

Qgu From the two parties forfooth, 
FaL TheDiuell take one partie* and his Dam ih* 
other: ««!& they (ball be both bellowed j Sftauefof- 


fcr'd more for their fakes ; more then the villatious in- 
conftancy of mans difpofitionisable to beare* 

Qui. And haue nor they fufferd? Yes,I warranrjfpc* 
cioufly one of them ; Mittris Ford{ good heart)is beaten 
blacke and blew, that you cannot feea white fpot about 
her. 

FaL Whatteirftth ou mee of blacke, and blew ? I 
was beaten my felfeip-to all the colours of the Raine- 
bow : and I was like to be apprehended for the Witch 
of Urasxcfird, but that my admirable dexteritic of wit 
my counterfeiting the aflion of an old woman deliuer'd 
mc.the knaueConfiablc had fct me ith'Stocks,ith' com- 
mon Stocks, for a Witch, 

On, Sir : let me fpeake with you in your Chamber* 
you fhall heare how things go^and (I warrant) to your 
content : here is a Letter will fay fomewhat : (good- 
hearts) what a-doe here h to bring you together ? Sure 
one of you do*i not ferue hcaueu well, that you are fo 
crofPd. 

FaL Come vp into my Chamber, Exemt* 


ScemSextd* 


Enter Fent$n y Hoft. 

Heft. Matter Vtnton> talke not to mee, myminde is 
heauy : I will giue oner all. 

Fern Yet heare me fpeake : aflift me in my purpofe 
And (as I am n gentleman) ile giue thec 
A hundred pound in gold, more then your Ioffe. 

Hoft* I will heare you( Matter Fenton) and I will (at 
theleaft)kcepeyourcounfelk 1 

Fen* From time to time,Ihaue acquainted you 
With the dear e loue I beare to faire AmePw* 
Who,mutual!y 5 hath anfww'd my affection, * 
(So farre forth, as her fclfe might be her choofer) 
Euen to my w r ifh f I haue a letter from her 
Of fuch contcntSj as you will wonder at; 
The mirth whereof, fo larded with my matter, 
That neither (lingly) can be manifetted 
Without the fhew of both ; far Falftnfe 
Hath a great Scene ; the image of the ieft 
He fhovv you here at large (harke good mine Hoft:) 
To niglu zxHemes-Oks,mft 'twist twelueand one, 
Muft my fweet Nan prefenr the Faerif- gutem % 
The purpofe why,is here ; in which difguife / 
While orher lefts are fomething rankeon foote, 
Her father hach commanded her to flip 
Away with S/exder^nd with him,at Eaton 
Immediately to Marry : She hach confented : Now Sir* 
Her Mother,(eucn ftrong againft that match 
And firnicfor Doflor Cairn) hath appointed 
That he fhall likewife fhuffle her away, 
While other fpoVts are tasking of their mindes, 
And ac the l)?m?ry, where ^Prieft attends 
Strait marry her : co this her Mothers plot 
She feemingly obedient) likewife hach . 
Made promife to the Do£l&r : Now,thus it refts, 
Her Father mcanes ft\e lhall be all in white ; 
And in that habit, when fees his time 
To take her by the hand.aad bid her ooe. 
She fl^ll goe with him : her Mother hath intended 
(The better to deuote her totbeP^r; 
For they muft all be mask*d,arid vizarded) 
That 
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